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Tha pale pea atrefches balew, punctiuated
by fLashes of green and gold where reefu
aned sushigtht oollhde. As the plagwe
tmibles forwards, poclets of land, eo tiny
ey are hagely visible, eeerge from a
Blandet of blue.

The wheels toiach down and wescneech
tona halt; a bong thresd of landing strip
juis imto the Indlan Ocean bohind s
“welconee 1o the Makibives punsa
st hing voeloe,

Criltnaide, 84 7am, Vhe alr e warm angd
stil in Mald, the caplhtal of the 5,362 atalls
Tl make gp this predominam by Sfuslim
i lane] mal b SCanningg e list of
farbidilen oma ax we posa thirmough
eurst o, irave lbers note the preolebition
o s g, dhadimeeous dogs and ldals
Tow worship.

A formeer Brstish protevtorate, the
Maldives has enjpoved a relatively peaceful
history, Yied it has sufTered its share of
Blighia this decade. A teeroriad atisck ons
park in the capltal eoourred jist weeks
alter mw visit, on 29 Sephember bast year,
feaving 12 foeein towerksts injured.,

This [ollowed the devastatiing impac
oof thur Aoy Beimami, which left paria af
the coumtry submerped. and many
pruple homelesa, There's been an
extensbve programimes of repalns sknce,
e rrsany rososts bave impeoesegd on thear
previous standerds, One that has been
restored o ite former glory bs owr final

tlpatirat moie Ianw

The raised crecient of
wiatar=villzs shows the
Influenca of traditlonal
Maldivian architecture

Pt the Last leg of our fourney we arv
guiled from the airport to a private
wpendPhwal, Dhming Hhe 24 =-manute
croaaiig the vsdel nvwwes thoogh calm
watrre, brokien ondy by thie chopof swves
Apakivet 1l roear of the etighne, On the
hasrion, a woonden deck extends from a
b ke aluowe, whpre uncult eataslt rulnn.
lie the makn body of the lush tropical
isdarul, Wi hose armved,

There ks only one respotise 10 gy
rogisesd om Plaroms: ¥na ;mﬁlfnn' Anel yins
st bee prepared to yeeld fo the
artentions of the salf, of which there are
mrany = Uhse vand-and- file, mainly
Maldivian, whide the higher orders are
ﬂ:r i fresm Srf Lanka, Indla. Korea
ai o, Lasngg suiir owin mapkin on
yoar lag bs et wilth a look o confuaion,
i vl veagie of feic

There are pwo sorts of sccommaodat fon
o Blargs, boah (it for 3 king ~ and his
i;l|'||:|_'r|l|'.'l|.b;l.'|'.|'l.|_- farsl, g werses o wajslolome
anil vimber water-villes Lapparently
preferned by Askan guests) forms a rareed
cresceit over the wader, on U westerly
thp of thee islaxl.

Each willa i oenvigpue anad T oy
traditfonal Maldivian aschitecture,
launting a sy Walinese influenee:
generous four-poster beills Casry mmated |
wilkw mwd cottons, Fach willa s igs oy

deck, which is shiebded from the mest. A |

epacionss stane bath overlooks an expanae
il Ialuer prresdstible, hence the step- er

descending to the ocgan bebow,

The Yeni beach sccommexlalion =
EMWJNIMLHFJM — {2
fr - dropping. Alry, detsched villas line
erushed- coral sand: each with its own
private strip, defined by an enclove of
sstrr-Joungers s shaded decking. The
view from here, a few metnes froan the

IiHan Ooean, ks interrapted lhﬂ}'h‘_p'll-
stretch of reef plsing froem the water,

Inakde, & low beige sola can be mised 1o
reveal 3 hi-1ech media system, with films
anyd s e avatlable from the only shaop
e Thee Talemd. Thaisgh, with o walk-in
choswer roaim, free-stamnding bath and
pandboor waterfall {there is no other way
ti fleseribse thisk, within a walled, flarser-
[iaed ganden = and lest we (orget the
mini-bhar = who needs a DVIDF

Culteirally, there is Lt le tooller on this
Ehvy afod], baat by, this is about serioiss
relaxatbon. There are Splnner dolphine 1o
b sabmired From the comibort of a small
sofa-Hned yacht twith champagne and
umphhhrunnunﬂ;r.mmm
active, m‘uﬂngim clawwrs can be taken
oti Lhe msain dlech,

[ve masters run classss for all vels
harmless white-thp sharks are a staple of
the sea, and turtles share the reefs with
fish of every colour ancd sie.

After such evertion, try unwinding as
the spa, whibch offers a full mnge of
treatments, These can be tailored amd
pint sesaions ate avaklable for cougdes;

www.baros.com

the Raros Bliss comes greatly
recomrmended. And with such a high
prapartlan af honesymooners on the
resor, combined treatments are a
popular £holcs

As ks 24 -hour room service. Fresh
shell-Eish, exotic fruit and champage
cany b exiporved (oo the oomdort of your
fauir-paoater bed. Then a coclaall on vour
private deck, below & canvas of stars.
With a no-children policy on the Bdand,
the lseach b= peercalally still and the view
sitoss the modmibil water alone is worth
leaving youar room for.

1t is just as veell this i not laggped
a% a clestinart bom for those seeking cullune
of action-packed sdveniunes, ‘caise
yoa pe 1eod goads gt it Infoact jon
betwreen natives anad tocrfsds is
discommmged, so little i3 learmed of
everyilay Maldivian life. In any cave, you
are unlikely to find any locals, other than
Uve oxccasiomal bow-ranking s1aff member.
A arule, réesort€ do not #xist in the dame
wicinity as native communities.

Biit this leirlkilay b= abonat self-
indulgence, not enllghte nment. And for
thase kntent on a thoroughly relaxing
break, disturbed only by the pressure of
ehoaos gl between a frech watermelon
Juice and a chilled beer, it doesn't gt
Better tham this =
Seven nights imchudrng beeakfisd amd [Tights
fram £1 008, Keonl Trevel 01106 746 7008,
wiwws buonl.oo ek




