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Maldives

unplugged!

So this is the Maldives, the biggest beach story
of the decade: 1,200 desert islands spread like
sequins across the vast turquoise skirt of the
Indian Ocean. It's freakishly perfect. Disco-blue
waters, some of the most heartbreaking diving
in the world and beaches so blonde you want
to slap them. With no island more than two
metres above sea level, we don't even know if
they'll still be here in 50 years. (There's a
rumour that, when the islands sink, Australia
will grant asylum to all 360,000 inhabitants.)
Lintil then, no one's building a house here,

so hotels are your only ticket in. And
what hotels! Theyre like fantasy made
flesh, like the secret face cream we'd §
sell our houses on Addison Road
for. These are hotels as rock stars.

So this is Tatler's guide to the most
fabulous dirty dozen, including two
new openings. In fact, there are 13
in total, but you know what they say
—it's lucky, lucky, lucky for some.

By Melinda Stevens and Helen Pickles
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